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Avowed ‘Curious George’ pursues

close  encounter of

SR mﬂ’x ESTTERPRIE

LINCOLNTON, N.C. (AP) —
In 1944, a 15-year-old Boy Scout
named George Fawcett read a
news story about “silver balls
floating in the air.”

It something that the Nazis
planned to use to confuse the
Allies during bombing raids.

The story led to a 40-year
interest in unidentified flying
objects — a mission that has
cost Fawcett $27,000 of his own
money and at least one job, sent
him around the country to
investigate some 1,000 reported
UFO sightings and filled more
than 20 file drawers in his
Lincolnton home with UFO-re-
lated documents.

“I'm not the Billy Graham of
UFOs, I'm more like the Cu-
rious George,” Fawcett, 55, said
during an interview at his
wife’s Lincolnton sandwich
shop, which features a “UFO
Room’ full of framed pictures
and clippings. :

“It was just curiosity,” he
said. “Two, there was the deep

RN

feeling I got that they were not
being treated with the respect
due them. I felt that anything

that’s been going on for four’

decades in 140 nations deserves
close scientific scrutiny.”

Fawcett said that despite new
efforts in China and the Soviet
Union to investigate UFOs,
official America is more tight-
lipped about them than ever.

“Americans have accepted
them without a government
announcement,’” he said, how-
ever. ‘“‘The skeptics are in the
minority. . . . People don’t ask
me if UFOs are real anymore,
they ask what they’ve been up
to.”

Fawecett is the public rela-
tions director for the North
Carolina chapter of the Mutual
UFO Network, which has 75
field investigators in 45 cities
across the state. He was MU-
FON'’s state director from 1969
to 1980.

But this year, for the- first

time - since 1952, he won’t be

S

tbsgsthlrd kind

providing his annual report of
North Carolina UFO activity for
the previous year.

He’'s had to look for a job
because the newspaper where
he worked closed down. He’s
also been spending more time
on worldwide research — par-
ticularly a study comparing
human reactions to UFOs with
the hard evidence of radar
trackings and ground mark-
ings.

He collected information on
three sightings in the state in
1984.

Of the 1,000 reported sight-
ings Fawcett has investigated
over the years, he said all but
about 22 percent could be ex-
plained as natural phenomena,
man-made objects or hoaxes.

He said UFO investigators
also lack cooperation from gov-
ernment agencies he believes
are probing UFOs, including
the Air Force and the Central
Intelligence Agency.
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170 Airplanes
17 Bicycles
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